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Major Street and Road Plan

Introduction

Sections 13-302 and 13-303 of the Tennessee Code Annotated provide for the adoption
of a major road plan as part of the long range planning practices. The Johnson City
Regional Planning Commission and the Johnson City Commission realize the need to
revisit and up-date the existing Major Street and Road Plan as part of the development of
long-range transportation planning and land use planning.

Purpose
The Major Street and Road Plan is the official statement of the Planning Commission and

the City Commission setting forth regarding major street system. Taken together, the
Major Street and Road Plan, Urban Growth and Service Element, and the Land Use
Element constitute the foundation for all development policies endorsed by the city. In
addition, they form the basis for other more specific Comprehensive Plan Elements
dealing with such concerns as housing, parks, schools, and utilities.

Where a Major Street and Road Plan does not exist, streets become major by use as
determined by the public in meeting their immediate desires with no thought to orderly
development which could prevent safety hazards and promote the long-range economy.
Quite often, numerous streets become major streets by use rather than by the desirable
development standards to adequately accommodate major traffic volumes.

The four basic classifications of streets are: local, collector, arterial, and freeways. Each
street type performs a different function. Efficient and safe operation of the street system
requires that specific facilities be designed to serve the specific purpose within this
spectrum of streets. Local streets should be designed to serve the adjacent land uses and
arterial streets should be designed to move traffic throughout the city. It is important to
design streets that allow traffic to move freely. However, it is equally important to
design the street to be compatible with the desired land use along the corridor. The
acceptance and following of a major street plan enhances the planned advancement of
any urban area. It enables the public to know which streets will be developed as major
and which will be protected from high traffic volumes and speeds. This knowledge
provides desirability to neighborhoods and a “peace of mind” for individuals residing
therein. A workable and enforceable major street plan ensures that future growth will be
made without unduly burdening the general public with future street improvements. The
balance between supporting and preserving the character of existing neighborhoods and
guiding economic development within the business community must be carefully
observed. Two basic tools that can help keep this balance are good transportation
planning and land use planning. These two planning disciplines must be coordinated into
a single process that will produce recommendations for transportation projects and
proposed land use patterns that are compatible and support each other.
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Features

In this Major Street and Road Plan, the streets have been assigned varying right-of-way
widths dependent upon the volume of traffic anticipated by the Transportation Long
Range Plan developed by the Johnson City Metropolitan Transportation Planning
Organization (MTPO). For this reason, it is necessary that the Major Street and Road
Plan contain two sections: the first being the map showing the major streets with symbols
indicating the general classification; the second section is the table which lists the streets,
classification, and ROW width. Typical cross sections of various street types can be
found in the Subdivision Regulations.

This plan contains three (3) street types of classifications which indicate the type of
traffic each is designed to carry. These are as follows:

1. Interstates/Freeways. This is a limited access facility designed for traffic
requiring relatively high operating speeds and having relatively long operating
distances. These facilities have complete control of access through the use of
grade separations and interchanges.

2. Arterial Streets. These facilities are designed for minimum of control, are
generally located at approximately one-mile intervals and connect areas of
principal traffic generation. A properly designed major arterial system should help
define residential neighborhoods, industrial complexes, commercial centers, and
recreational areas.

3. Collector Streets. This system is designed primarily to collect and distribute
traffic between local streets and the major street network. Such streets are used
primarily for traffic movement into, from, and within residential, commercial and
industrial area rather than through such areas.

In order that the Major Street and Road Plan will remain effective, it is necessary that it
be reviewed periodically and revised when necessary.
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